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The first rubber check
dam was inaugurated at Silla
halla Watershed, Udhaga
mandalam, the Nilgiris
district. Assistant Director
General Dr S Bhaskar (AAF
& CC), NRM inaugurated
the First Rubber Dam in
South India in the presence
of Dr OPS Khola, Head of
Centre. The rubber dam was
installed at Sillahalla Water
shed, Udhagamandalam,
The Nilgiris by ICAR -
Indian Institute of Water
Manage ment, Bhubane
shwar in collaboration with
ICAR - Indian Institute of
Soil and Water Conserva
tion, Regional Centre.

Udhagamandalam. During

the occasion he briefed the
media about the advantages
of rubber dam stating that
the rubber check dam would
be very helpful for the
farmers in this area as thisis
flexible in nature it can be
inflated when needed and
deflated during flood times.
This kind of flexible rubber
check dams also can flush
the silted soils hence the
problem of siltation also can
be avoided. He also intera
cted with the beneficiary
farmers about the usefulness
of the rubber check dam. A
rubber dam or flexible check
dam is an inflatable structure
build across a stream used

for water conservation,

flood control and regulating
flow of water in the stream.
When it is inflated. it serves
as a check dam/weir and
when it 1s deflated it funct:
ons as a flood mitigation de
vice and sediment flushing.
The head or height of the
rubber dam is variable.
According to the require
ment its height can be incre
ased or decreased.

This varia ble head also
regulates the depth of flow
in the diver sion channel for
irrigation present in the
upstream side of the check
dam. To give more flexib
ility in release and control of
water flow across the
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streams in watershed mana
gement, research efforts
were made at Directorate of
Water Management
(DWM), Bhu baneswar in
collaboration with Indian
Rubber Manu facturing and
Research  Association
(IRMRA). Central Institute
of Research for Cotton
Technology (CIRCOT). and
Kusumgarh corporate,
Mumbai to design. fabricate
and install rubber sheets
instead of cement material
for check dam and to study
their impact on crop perfor
mance.

The main advanta ges of
rubber dam are its ability for
better soil erosion control
(stream bed as well as
stream banks or side of the
channel) and flood control
during excess runoff water
flow. It also acts as a dam/
reservoir for storing water
during scanty ramnfall period
(dry spells) so that
supplemental irrigation can
be provided to the crops.
This technology has a
potential to benefit farmers
in rain fed agro-ecosystems
which constitute about 60%
of the net sown area.
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